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  Gathering   
 

OPENING HYMN         457 - Fight the Good Fight 
 

 

Order of Service for  

TWENTIETH SUNDAY AFTER 
PENTECOST 
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INVOCATION 
 

Minister In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

 

Congregation    Amen. 

 

M Beloved in the Lord:  Let us draw near with a true heart an confess our sins to God our 

Father, asking him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 

 

C Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I have disobeyed 

you in my thoughts, words, and actions.  I have done what is evil and failed to do what is 

good. For this I deserve Your punishment both now and in eternity. But I am truly 

sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord have mercy on 

me a sinner. 

 

LORD HAVE MERCY (Kyrie) 

 

 
 

ABSOLUTION 
 

M God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given His only Son to be the 

atoning sacrifice for our sins.  Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I 

forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  

C   Amen. 

 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

M The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

 

M Let us pray.  Almighty God, in your bountiful goodness keep us safe from every evil of body 

and soul. Make us ready, with cheerful hearts, to do whatever pleases you; through Jesus 

Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 

and forever. 

C   Amen. 
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  The Word   
 

FIRST LESSON            Isaiah 5:1-7 
The parable of the vineyard holds up God’s caring actions over against Israel’s apathetic behavior. 

 
ISAIAH 5:1 I will sing for the one I love a song about his vineyard: 

  My loved one had a vineyard on a fertile hillside. 

 

  2 He dug it up and cleared it of stones and planted it with the choicest vines. 

  He built a watchtower in it and cut out a winepress as well. 

  Then he looked for a crop of good grapes, but it yielded only bad fruit. 

 

  3 “Now you dwellers in Jerusalem and men of Judah, judge between me and my vineyard. 

  4 What more could have been done for my vineyard than I have done for it? 

  When I looked for good grapes, why did it yield only bad? 

 

  5 Now I will tell you what I am going to do to my vineyard: 

  I will take away its hedge, and it will be destroyed; 

  I will break down its wall, and it will be trampled. 

 

  6 I will make it a wasteland, 

    neither pruned nor cultivated, and briers and thorns will grow there. 

  I will command the clouds not to rain on it.” 

  7 The vineyard of the LORD Almighty is the house of Israel, 

  and the men of Judah are the garden of his delight. 

  And he looked for justice, but saw bloodshed; 

    for righteousness, but heard cries of distress. 

 

SECOND LESSON         Philippians 3:12-21 
Paul models Christian living moved by God’s love while also warning against unholy, selfish living. 

 
PHILIPPIANS 3:12 Not that I have already obtained all this, or have already been made perfect, but 

I press on to take hold of that for which Christ Jesus took hold of me. 13 Brothers, I do not 

consider myself yet to have taken hold of it. But one thing I do: Forgetting what is behind and 

straining toward what is ahead, 14 I press on toward the goal to win the prize for which God has 

called me heavenward in Christ Jesus. 
15 All of us who are mature should take such a view of things. And if on some point you think 

differently, that too God will make clear to you. 16 Only let us live up to what we have already 

attained. 
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17 Join with others in following my example, brothers, and take note of those who live 

according to the pattern we gave you. 18 For, as I have often told you before and now say again 

even with tears, many live as enemies of the cross of Christ. 19 Their destiny is destruction, their 

god is their stomach, and their glory is in their shame. Their mind is on earthly things. 20 But our 

citizenship is in heaven. And we eagerly await a Savior from there, the Lord Jesus Christ, 21 who, 

by the power that enables him to bring everything under his control, will transform our lowly 

bodies so that they will be like his glorious body. 

 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
After the announcement of the Gospel the congregation responds: 

 
 

 

GOSPEL   Matthew 21:33-43 
Jesus casts Isaiah’s parable into a New Testament setting.  God’s grace sends his Son; man’s defiance rejects him. 

 
MATTHEW 21:33 “Listen to another parable: There was a landowner who planted a vineyard. He 

put a wall around it, dug a winepress in it and built a watchtower. Then he rented the vineyard to 

some farmers and went away on a journey. 34 When the harvest time approached, he sent his 

servants to the tenants to collect his fruit. 
35 “The tenants seized his servants; they beat one, killed another, and stoned a third. 36 Then 

he sent other servants to them, more than the first time, and the tenants treated them the same 

way. 37 Last of all, he sent his son to them. ‘They will respect my son,’ he said. 
38 “But when the tenants saw the son, they said to each other, ‘This is the heir. Come, let’s 

kill him and take his inheritance.’ 39 So they took him and threw him out of the vineyard and 

killed him. 
40 “Therefore, when the owner of the vineyard comes, what will he do to those tenants?” 
41 “He will bring those wretches to a wretched end,” they replied, “and he will rent the 

vineyard to other tenants, who will give him his share of the crop at harvest time.” 
42 Jesus said to them, “Have you never read in the Scriptures: 

 “‘The stone the builders rejected 

    has become the capstone; 

  the Lord has done this, 

    and it is marvelous in our eyes’ ? 
43 “Therefore I tell you that the kingdom of God will be taken away from you and given to a 

people who will produce its fruit. 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
After the reading of the Gospel the congregation responds: 

 
 

 

CONFESSION OF FAITH                                          The Nicene Creed 
 
C We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 

   maker of heaven and earth, 

   of all that is, seen and unseen. 

 

 We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 

   eternally begotten of the Father, 

   God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 

   begotten, not made, 

   of one being with the Father. 

          Through him all things were made. 

          For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, 

   was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, 

   and became fully human. 

          For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. 

          He suffered death and was buried, 

         On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures. 

          He ascended into heaven 

   and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

          He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

   and his kingdom will have no end. 

 

 We believe in the Holy Spirit, 

   the Lord, the giver of life, 

   who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

   who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 

   who has spoken through the prophets. 

           We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. 

           We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

           We look for the resurrection of the dead 

   and the life of the world to come.   Amen. 
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HYMN OF THE DAY           281 - God Has Spoken by His Prophets 
 

 
 

  Sermon   
Matthew 21:33-43 

 

God Is Looking for Real Fruit 
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  Praise and Prayers   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

OFFERING ANNOUNCEMENT and MUSICAL OFFERTORY 
 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 

O Lord, deliver Your people by Your power, and grant to us grace sufficient for all our needs and 

for the needs of all people. 

 

Brief silence 

 

Let us pray to the Lord to open the eyes of the blind by the light of His Word and to open the ears 

of the deaf with the voice of His Gospel, and for the Lord to clear the way for all people to know 

the riches of His grace, the gift of forgiveness and the promise of life in Christ. Lord, in Your 

mercy, hear our prayer. 
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Let us pray to the Lord to bless our nation with peace and harmony, and for the Lord to bless our 

president, governor, all legislators and judges, and those who protect and defend us against all the 

enemies of our land. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

Let us pray to the Lord to heal the sick, give relief to the suffering, grant comfort to those who 

mourn, and give peace to the dying, especially _____________ and those we name in our hearts. 

Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.  

 

Let us pray to the Lord on behalf of those who serve as doctors and nurses, for medical 

researchers and those who work to end disease, and for those who care for people most 

vulnerable. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.  

 

Let us pray to the Lord for those who commune this day, for faith to receive His gifts, and for 

genuine repentance, that they may receive to their benefit His flesh and blood in this bread and 

cup. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.  

 

Let us pray to the Lord for our stewardship of His creation, for our faithful use of all His gifts, 

and for grateful hearts, that we may honor the Lord with our words and with our works. Lord, in 

Your mercy, hear our prayer.  

 

Let us pray to the Lord that we may remain steadfast and immovable in faith, and that we may 

endure to the day of His coming again, when we shall be reunited with those who have gone 

before us with the sign of faith and now rest from their labors, to live in His eternal presence and 

sing His praise without end; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 
C Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done 

on earth as in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread.  Forgive us our sins, as we forgive 

those who sin against us.  Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For the 

kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever.  Amen. 

 

 



- 10 - 

  The Sacrament   
 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 

M Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given 

thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my body, which 

is given for you.  Do this in remembrance of me. 

 

 Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; this 

is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins.  Do 

this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 

 

M The peace of the Lord be with you always.  

C Amen. 

 

DISTRIBUTION 
 

The Scriptures teach that the celebration of the Lord’s Supper connects us intimately with Christ and with one another as 
Christians who are united around a common confession of faith.  Therefore, we ask that only those who are members of 
Calvary or churches within our fellowship come forward to receive the Lord’s Supper. 
 

DISTRIBUTION HYMN 452 – Let Us Ever Walk with Jesus 
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  Sending   
 

PRAYER AND BLESSING 
 
M O God the Father, source of all goodness, in your loving kindness you sent your Son to share 

our humanity. We thank you that through him you have given us pardon and peace in this 

sacrament. We also pray that you will not forsake us but will rule our hearts and minds by 

your Holy Spirit so that we willingly serve you day after day, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, 

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C  Amen. 
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M The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

 The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace. 

C Amen. 

 
CLOSING HYMN  467 – May the Mind of Christ My Savior 
 

 
 

 

After worship, please feel free to greet your neighbors OUTSIDE,  

keeping in mind the social distancing recommendations of six feet spacing. 
 

 


